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Important Dates to Remember 

Semester Finals - Dec. 20 - 21 

Office Open (no students) - Dec. 22 

Winter Break - Dec. 23 - Jan. 8 

First Day of 2nd Semester - Jan. 9 

December 2017 

SHS Champions 

Three Championship 

winning teams from 

three former 

Sunnyslope gradu-

ates who now coach 

athletes to victory. 

P3 

SHS Community 

SHS students sup-

ported Veteran’s 

Day and held a 

performing arts 

assembly for stu-

dents and parents.  

P3 

Performing Arts 

SHS took time to 

celebrate the many 

arts programs of-

fered on campus. It 

was a huge suc-

cess.  

P2 

Counselor’s Corner 

Counselors begin 

the registration pro-

cess for next year, 

and talk about pro-

grams offered at 

West-MEC. 

P2 

There may be people 

that have more talent 

than you, but there’s 

no excuse for anyone 

to work harder than 

you do.  

-Derek Jeter 

We’re Number One!!! 

“We’re Number One!” rang true once again as the Badminton team 

captured the Division II State Championship for the second year in a 

row, making this year’s win the 3rd State 

Championship for Coach Schlesinger and the 

4th championship overall for Sunnyslope Bad-

minton. Sunnyslope Volleyball also captured 

the 5A State Championship, making it the 8th State 

Championship for Coach LeTarte and the Lady Vikings! 

Volleyball Seniors Amanda Carlson, Tyasia McGruder, and Kayla Matthews 

committed to their perspective universities on volleyball scholarships on Na-

tional Letter of Intent Day (November 8th). 

In other fall semester sports, Sunnyslope Golf was represented at State by students Joey Geary 

and Charles Fleury, who both had a fantastic year. The chess team also made State, with stu-

dents Anthony Santana and Matt Szeto representing the Vikings and both the Boys and Girls 

Swim & Dive teams took 1st Place at the GUHSD District Swim & Dive Championships. Football 

also made the State Playoffs and gave a valiant effort, but fell to Centennial in the first round. 

A big thanks goes to all of you who represent Sunnyslope High School in the best of ways… with 
honor on the field-of-play, integrity in the classroom, and with positive contributions to the 
Sunnyslope community. Go Vikings! 

AFJROTC Honored Veterans and Hosted Team Challenge Winning First Place Overall 

Over Veteran's Day weekend, Sunnyslope AFJROTC supported our local 
community by performing four Color Guard ceremonies at the Sunnyslope 
Senior Center, The Terraces Senior Community, The Beatitudes Senior 
living center and Desert View Elementary School. It was a great opportuni-
ty to educate younger students on the importance of Veteran's Day and 
say thank you to older veterans who have gone before us.  

Also, the Sunnyslope AFJROTC hosted the Viking Fitness and Team Challenge on November 
19th. The event was attended by eleven other  junior ROTC units and  our own Sunnyslope 
AFJROTC. Teams competed in standard events like academic bowl, flag 
football, dodgeball, tug of war and crossfit based competition. Additionally, 
teams competed in not so well known events like flickerball, Frisball, and 
volley tennis. The cadets, over 350 in all, who attended had a great time. 
Our Sunnyslope AFJROTC won first place in two events, second place in 
four events and third place in two events. When the smoke cleared at the 
end of the day Sunnsylope AFJROTC also won first place overall.   



Counselor’s Corner 

 In January, the Counseling Department begins the registration process for the 2018-2019 School Year. For current fresh-

men, sophomores and juniors, the counselors will begin the registration process in January. The counselors will conduct 

two classroom presentations in conjunction with the registration process. At the time of the presentation, each student will 

receive a copy of a registration form so both the student and the parent can make informed decisions about future classes. 

The topics covered in the presentations will include a transcript review, graduation requirements, class selection, West-

MEC classes and registration procedures. The students will then fill out their registration papers and return them to the 

counselors during their scheduled second presentation so that counselors may enter them into the computer. Just a re-

minder, for certain performance classes, as well as honors and AP classes, the current teacher’s recommendation is re-

quired. We also require a parent signature to complete the process. For available class selections, look under the 

“Academics” tab on the Sunnyslope website. Additional Note: If your student is interested in a low-cost career and technical 

training program, please look at the West-MEC website for program information at www.west-mec.org. Most programs start 

for next year’s juniors, but some programs are also available for future seniors. Look at the “program information” tab under 

each program. Registration is due before January 19, 2018, so time is of the essence. West-MEC offers a variety of training 

programs including: Cosmetology, Aesthetician, Automotive Collision and Technology, Avionics, Aviation Technology, CNC 

Precision manufacturing, EMT, Fire Science, Medical Assisting, Medium Heavy Diesel, HVAC, Veterinary Science and 

Welding. As always, if you have any questions, or would like to schedule a meeting with your student’s counselor, please 

feel free to contact us at the numbers below. We enjoy every opportunity to partner with you to enhance the educational 

experience of your children.  

Victoria Christensen (623) 915 – 8777 

 Johnny Frias (623) 915 - 8728  

Jason Robertson (623) 915 - 8791  

Mallory Robertson (623) 915 – 8779 

Lauren Aldridge (623) 915-8781 
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A Message From Our Principal 

What a great semester! Across the campus – in classrooms, on stage and on the field, we have witnessed stellar performances from 
students. As administrators and staff, we are very proud of the hard work students put in and the way they represent SHS whether in 

academics, artist expression or athletic competition. We thank you, the parents, for allowing us to work with your kids and for supporting 
us in this community.  

We hope you have a wonderful winter break, and we look forward to another great semester. 

Thank you - Steve Ducey 

Fine and Performing Arts Assembly 

This past Wednesday, Sunnyslope students, faculty and staff took 
time from their day to celebrate the many thriving arts programs 
on campus. Members of 3D 
design, Art, Band, Choir, 
Dance, Film, Orchestra, and 
Theatre collaborated to bring 
an all-original 35 minute inte-
grated performance. Students 
even brought this performance 
to the community through an 
evening show the night before. 
The event is a long standing 
tradition, and was enjoyed by 
over 2,200 people in its 5 performances. Be sure to come enjoy 
the many arts events at Sunnyslope High School by checking the 
school calendar at Sunnyslope.guhsdaz.org. 

Sunnyslope Supports Veteran’s Day 

The Sunnyslope Viking Pride Band marched in the Phoenix 
Veteran’s Day Parade. Students and staff of the band dedi-
cated many hours of time to prepare for the parade, and six 
hours the day of the event to 
march from North Phoenix 
Baptist Church all the way to 
the Phoenix VA Hospital. It 
was an honor to represent 
the band, Sunnyslope High 
School,  and the GUHSD in 
such an important event. We 
give our thanks to the thou-
sands of men and women 
who have served our great 
nation in the armed forces.  



AzMERIT TESTING IS COMING IN THE 

SPRING! 

AzMERIT testing will once again be taking 
place on the Sunnyslope High School campus 
in April. This includes the AzMERIT Writing, 
Reading, and Mathematics tests. Students who 
will be enrolled in second semester Freshman, 
Sophomore, or Junior English classes will be 
required to take the AzMERIT Writing and 
Reading tests. Students enrolled in second se-
mester Algebra 1, Geometry, or Algebra 2 clas-

ses will be required to take the AzMERIT math-
ematics test.  This also includes students who 
are taking these classes with an online format. 
This is a state requirement, so all students who 
are scheduled to take the test need to do so. If 
you have any questions regarding these tests, 
please contact Todd Nelson at (623) 915-8766. 

Page 3 

ASVAB at Sunnyslope High School 

The ASVAB is one of the most researched and respected aptitude assessments in 
the world. The components from the ASVAB Career Exploration Program give young 
people the confidence to map out a post-secondary plan that aligns with their individ-
ual skills and interests. ALL JUNIORS will be taking the ASVAB on Thursday Febru-
ary 8th at 8:00 am in the Auditorium. Students will also be given an opportunity to 
have their results explained to them. 

Sunnyslope Fundraises for 
Vikingtown 

 
Sunnyslope Photo 
Club, Student 
Council, NHS, and 
Vikingtown repre-
sentatives held a 
car and dog-wash 
to fund raise for 
Vikingtown.   

From the Assistant Principal for Discipline and Attendance 
 
December 21st will be here before you know it, Vikings!  Teachers have been issu-
ing mandatory tutoring sessions to those students that need to improve their 
grades.  Be aware that students will receive a disciplinary consequence for failure to 
attend tutoring.  Please take advantage of every opportunity that exists to assist 
with student success in the classroom, and help us to help your children stay on 
track. 
 
Sunnyslope will start accepting applications for variance enrollment on January 8th, 
2018.  Our staff will be taking all paperwork for variance applications in the Media 
Center.  Be sure to stop by the Attendance Office, beginning December 4th, for an 
application form and a checklist of all the documents that you will need to provide 
for processing.  Please note: if you reside in one of our other GUHSD high school 
boundaries, the variance process must begin at that school.  Contact the Attend-
ance Office at 623-915-8784 if you have any questions about the variance process. 
 
We will also have enrollments on January 8th for new students to begin the second 
semester at Sunnyslope.  Please stop by the Attendance Office for a list of docu-
ments that must be provided for enrollment.  All prospective enrollees and parents 
will meet with me prior to enrollment.  Classes begin for second semester on Janu-
ary 9th, so please stop by on the 8th to complete the enrollment process. 
 
On behalf of the Attendance Office staff, Ms. Yoder, and our school nurse, Ms. Sar-
dinha, I wish each and every one of you a safe and happy holiday season! 

Sunnyslope Counseling Remind App 
Students and Parents- 

Stay up to date on important dates and events with notifications 
right to your phone from your counselors. 

TEXT your current grade level code below to 81010  
– or – join using the app 

 
Seniors: @slope2018 
Juniors: @slope2019 

Sophomores: @slope20 
Freshman: @slope2021 

 

College Preperation Tests Are Coming In 

The Spring For SHS Students 

The PSAT 10 test will be available for freshmen 
students to take in the spring.  The PSAT 10 is 
a practice test for the PSAT test that students 
will take during their sophomore and junior 
years.  Students will receive individualized test 
results which will show them academic areas of 
strength and areas of need.  More details will 
be coming as far as cost and dates.  We will 
also be offering the Pre ACT test for sopho-

mores in the spring.  Like the PSAT 10, this is a 
practice test for the ACT exam.  All juniors at 
SHS will take the ACT test on April 3.   Finally, 
all students taking a Biology class this year will 
be taking the AIMS Science test on April 4.  
More details will be given as the test dates 
come closer.   

FUTURE FRESHMEN NIGHT IS ON  

JANUARY 18, 2018! 

Sunnyslope High School will once again be 
having its annual Future Freshman Night Cele-
bration on Thursday, January 18, 2018.  This 

is a great event in which SHS showcases its 
academic offerings with a guided tour of class-
rooms.  Also, our clubs and sports are high-

lighted in the opening assembly.  If you are a 
parent of an incoming freshman, we look for-
ward to seeing you at this wonderful event.  

Three Alumni Win Three Championships 
Sunnyslope alumni and coaches Amber Letarte, Sarah Schle-
singer, and Ray Portela all won state championship titles for 
Sunnyslope during 2017! Coach Letarte led the girls' volleyball 
team to its 8th state title, Coach Schlesinger pushed girls’ bad-
minton to its 4th state championship, and Coach Portela and his 
team took it all again at the boys’ basketball state championship 
to win Sunnyslope’s 3rd championship in boys’ basketball. All 
three of these phenomenal coaches graduated from Sunnyslope 
within three years of each other! Schlesinger finished in 1994, 
Portela in 1995, and Letarte in 1996. It looks like ‘Slope has 
always produced outstanding human beings!  Congratulations, 
Vikings! 

Robotics 

The Sunnyslope Robotics club has recently started a pilot program to work 
with students from MTA, Madison #1, and Sunnyslope Elementary to con-
duct workshops. The goal of the workshops are to promote STEM, Robotics 
and our Engineering Science program here at Sunnyslope. We are holding 4 
workshops this first semester, and we plan on holding 4-6 more following 
our competition season second semester. We currently have 16 students 
enrolled in our workshops. To date, we have taught them the basics of ma-
chining, hydraulics, pneumatic's, programming, electrical components and 
several engineering software programs that we use in class, and for 
our robots.  The workshops have been developed and implemented by our 
student members with the support of the club's mentors. The students have started the foundation 
for what hopes to be a successful collaboration between our club and the local schools. 



GLENDALE UNION 

Public Notification of Nondiscrimination 

Annual Public Notification of Nondiscrimination Glendale Union High School District does not 

discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age or disability in admission to its 

programs, services or activities, in access to them, in treatment of individuals, or in any aspect of 

their operations. GUHSD provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth 

groups. GUHSD Career & Technical Education Department does not discriminate in enrollment 

or access to any of the programs available, such as business, applied technology, FACS, nursing, 

and fire science. The lack of English language skills shall not be a barrier to admission or 

participation in the district’s activities and programs. GUHSD does not discriminate in its hiring 

or employment practices. This notice is provided as required by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act 

of 1964, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Title IX of the Education Amendments of 

1972, the Age Discrimination Act of 1975 and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. 

Questions, complaints or requests for additional information regarding these laws may be 

forwarded to the designated compliance coordinator(s), call 623-435-6006 or 623-435-6067, 

7650 N. 43 Ave., Glendale, AZ 85301 

 

Notificación Pública Anual de No Discriminación: 

El Glendale Union High School District (GUHSD) no discrimina en base a raza, color, 

nacionalidad, género, edad, o discapacidad de admisión a sus programas, servicios, o actividades, 

en acceso a ellas, en el tratamiento a individuos, o en ningún aspecto de sus operaciones.  

GUHSD provee el acceso igual a los Boy Scouts y otros grupos designados para los jóvenes. El 

departamento de Educación Técnica y de Carreras de GUHSD no discrimina en su matriculación 

ni en el acceso a cualquier de sus programas disponibles, como negocios, la tecnología aplicada, 

FACS, enfermería, y formación para bomberos. La falta de habilidades con el inglés no será una 

barrera a la admisión ni la participación en las actividades del distrito y sus programas. GUHSD 

tampoco discrimina en sus contratos o prácticas de empleados. Esta noticia es provista y 

requerida por el Título VI del Acto de Derechos Civiles de 1964, Sección 504 del Acto de 

Rehabilitación de 1973, Título IX de la Enmienda Educativa de 1972, en el Acto de Era de 

Discriminación de 1975, y el Acto de los Estadounidenses con Habilidades Diferenciadas de 

1990.  Ud. puede comunicarse con el coordinador de cumplimiento sobre preguntas, quejas, o 

para más información con respecto a estas leyes. Director de Operaciones y Atletismo, 623-435-

6006 Directora de la Educación Especial 623-435-6067, 7650 N. 43rd Ave. Glendale, AZ 85301. 

YEARBOOK  

 
ALL STUDENTS!  

RESERVE YOUR COPY OF THE YEARBOOK AT THE 
BOOKSTORE NOW - $65 

 
SENIORS  

Pay for and reserve AD space at the BOOKSTORE 

Full Page (8x10) - $250 

Half Page (8x5) - $125 

Quarter Page (4x5) - $70 

Eighth Page (4x2.5) - $35 

 

The Deadline for the Senior Ad Payment is         

   DECEMBER 15th
  

The Deadline for actual ad - text/pictures is   

JANUARY 15
th

 

Purchase the space for your senior per-
sonal ad in the yearbook as soon as 

possible. Every year, the space for ads 
is sold out, so don’t delay. 

 

Space is limited! 

 
Reserve your space now, and then you’ll 
have plenty of time to get your ad design 

together. 

 

Submitting the ad is easy! 

 
You can submit a fully designed digital 
ad (.jpg format, 300 dpi) OR you can 

send in hard copies of your pictures and 
text. 

 
Digital ads can be sent in on disk or 

emailed to Mrs. Hutchison: 

deanne.hutchison@guhsdaz.org 

ad 

ad 

mailto:deanne.hutchison@guhsdaz.org

